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Medical Travel - History

ÅPersonal sojourns searching to cure aliments and ward off 
disease is documented back to the Greeks and Romans

Å In the late 19th century international visitors sought out the 
rejuvenating spas throughout the world including of those in 
Baden-Baden, Bath and Saratoga Springs

ÅWhile Grand Tours and Pilgrimages to the great spas of the 
world were generally  limited to the wealthy ïeven ordinary 
citizens have historically traveled to seek miracle cures for 
their ailments



Medical Travel - History

Å In the late 20th century, 

medical science expanded 

exponentially, fueled by

Å Significant government and 

corporate research funding

Å Scientific collaboration 

facilitated by economical jet 

travel, computerization and  

communications and the 

internet



Medical Travel - History

ÅDuring this era, American 

medical centers drew the 

world to its doors with 

clinical expertise and 

services not easily found 

elsewhere

- Cleveland Clinic,

- Johns Hopkins

- Mayo Clinics, and

- Baylor Medical Center 

became world icons



Medical Travel - Today

ÅAt the turn of this century medical centers around 
the  world began developing the same clinical 
expertise and providing access to technologies and 
specialists that once required travel to the US. 
Some of the new names are:  

- Bumrungrad International Hospital, Bangkok 
Thailand 

- Parkway Health, Singapore

- Raffles Hospital Private Limited, Singapore 

- Apollo Hospitals, India

- Tel Aviv Sourasky Medical Center



Medical Travel - Today

ÅWith the globalization of medical science, equipment 

and  low travel costs, the medical travel industry has 

gone beyond the wealthy and desperate.

ÅCare is now sought over the boarders for:



Medical Travel - Today

complex and routine 

service including joint 

surgeries, TURP,  

cataract extraction, 

cardiac surgery, 

cosmetic surgery, in 

vitro-fertilization and 

dentistry



Medical Travel - Today

Highly successful medical

procedures not presently

approved by the US Federal

Drug Administration (and thus

not covered under US health

insurance plans) such as

prostate cancer treatment

using high-intensity focused

ultrasound (HIFU), stem cell

therapies, etc.


